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Hill House receives $100,000 grant
ELLSWORTH — The Open Door Recovery 

Center in Ellsworth got some great news recently. 
While its fundraiser at the Grand Auditorium was 
somewhat disappointing, bringing in under $1,000, 
after expenses, just days afterward its director 
Barbara Royal learned that her grant proposal for 
$100,000 to reopen the Center’s Hill House was 
accepted.

Hill House is a residential facility for pregnant 
women or women with babies who are in treatment 
for substance abuse. Hill House provides these 
women with a safe, supervised environment where 
they can maintain a healthy pregnancy, and be with 
their babies for the first months following birth.

‘We are about to start accepting applications 
now,” said Royal, who in a recent interview spoke 

about how hard it has been to turn away young 
women, knowing they had nowhere else to go that 
was safe and supportive for them and their babies. 
She said they hope to open the doors again next 
month.

While the grant money is welcome news for the 
Hill House program, the Open Door Recovery Center 
is still operating on a week-to-week basis, Royal said. 
The center is under-funded, understaffed and therefor 
unable to adequately handle the needs of the many 
people who come there for help every day.

Anyone pregnant or with a small child or baby 
who needs help with addiction issues is urged to 
call 667-3210 or visit the center at 8 Old Mill Road 
to apply for a Hill House residency. Donations are 
also welcome.

Ellsworth hospital a pilot site for 
trauma team development training

ELLSWORTH — Maine Coast Memorial 
Hospital was the location this past week for 
high-caliber trauma training, complete with the 
LifeFlight Foundation Mobile Human Patient 
Simulator and instructors from the three trauma 
centers in Maine.

The Rural Trauma Team Development 
Course taught at Maine Coast Memorial 
Hospital was developed by the American 
College of Surgeons to help rural hospitals with 
the development of their trauma teams. Maine 
Coast Memorial Hospital was chosen as the 
pilot site because it is a unique rural hospital 
with much to offer patients. It is the only acute 
care hospital in Hancock and Washington 

counties, and has a heliport and a 24-hour 
physician-covered emergency center.

Since Maine has only a few trauma centers, 
it is critical that rural community hospitals are 
trained how best to stabilize patients until they 
can be transported to the closest trauma center 
— at Eastern Maine Medical Center in Bangor, 
Maine Medical Center in Portland or Central 
Maine Medical Center in Lewiston. The trauma 
department heads of each of the three trauma 
centers were present to instruct teams from 
Maine Coast Memorial Hospital in trauma 
care, stabilization and assessment of when and 
how patients should be transported to a trauma 
center.    

An investment in MDI’s children
Rebuilding Camp Beech Cliff for future generations

MOUNT DESERT — Camp Beech Cliff will be 
renovating its facilities — with construction slated to begin 
this fall, pending approval by the Mount Desert Planning 
Board. Since 1997, when Camp Beech Cliff was incorporated 
as an independent non-profit day camp on MDI, hundreds of 
youth have attended camp each summer and many have grown 
up to serve as camp counselors. During the last eight years, 
hundreds more students have participated in outdoor education 
and teambuilding experiences that have developed out of the 
camp’s collaboration with local schools and other non-profit 
organizations.

More than cosmetic improvements are needed to ensure 
the camp can serve future generations of children. Through 
detailed assessment, Camp Beech Cliff’s board of directors 
and management have determined that the current facilities are 
inadequate for the camp’s long-term health and safety.

“The program cabins were built in the early 1950s for use 
as a rustic boys camp,” said Board President John Macauley. 
“Patched, shimmed and shorn up many times over the years, 
those 60-year-old structures have finally reached the end of their 
lifespan. In order to continue to provide a safe environment for 
children, it’s time to replace them.”

The new structures have been carefully designed to be in 
keeping with the character of Camp Beech Cliff and Mount 
Desert Island. Other changes slated during the renovation 
include:

• Two new program cabins will be built for program areas 
that currently have no building. Program cabins provide space 
for rainy day activities, program equipment and supplies.

• A winterized multi-purpose facility attached to a new 
office building will be constructed on the site of the current 
headquarters building. This will be the new location for the 
climbing wall, gym space and a meeting hall, all of which will 
be available year-round for community programs, as well as 
camp activities.

• Various improvements to the roads, paths, wells and such, 
to provide better safety and services needed throughout the 
camp. Camp Director Kevin Downey said, “Having bathrooms 
and good indoor space at the waterfront, as well as a better 
road to service that area, especially in an emergency, will make 
a tremendous difference for our waterfront programs. The 
waterfront is one of our core program areas and we have been 
trying to improve it piece-meal over the years. This renovation 

means that kids will be able to count on swimming, boating 
and exploring Echo Lake at camp for generations to come.”

• The final element of the project is to build some modest 
summer staff housing that will help the camp recruit and retain 
high quality staff. Camp Beech Cliff makes it a priority to 
hire as many local young adults as possible for the 30 camp 
counselor positions available each year - but the local summer 
job market is highly competitive, and the camp must hire 10-
15 staff members from across the state in order to fill all the 
positions.

“Yes, this is an ambitious undertaking,” said Executive 
Director Debra Deal. “The camp, and the entire MDI 
community are extremely blessed because a group of donors 
has come together to provide sufficient funds for the great 
majority of the project, which will allow construction to 
move ahead with confidence. What a wonderful investment 
that is in our kids! We are so grateful for their generosity to 
the community and their dedication to making a Camp Beech 
Cliff experience part of our children’s lives.”

Camp Beech Cliff intends to run a capital campaign to 
raise the remainder of the renovation funds and establish a 
maintenance fund. The camp will also continue its regular 
annual fundraising for operating costs and the campership 
fund.

Camp will run as usual this summer. A somewhat smaller 
camp, temporarily located on an alternate site yet to be 
determined, is planned for the summer of 2011. And then, 
as Debbie DeWalt, chairwoman of the Camp Beech Cliff 
Facilities Committee describes it, “the campers will return to a 
most amazing new Camp Beech Cliff in 2012.”

Camp Beech Cliff is an independent, 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
summer camp and outdoor education center located on Echo 
Lake in Mount Desert. For more information about summer 
camp and other programs, visit campbeechcliff.org or call 
244-0365.

Swap Shop fundraiser set
SOUTHWEST HARBOR — A 

fundraiser has been scheduled to benefit 
construction of a swap shop at the Eastern 
Maine Recycling Inc. transfer station.

Folks can enjoy a crepe breakfast with 
real maple syrup at the Common Good 
Soup Kitchen at Seawall on Sunday, March 
28, from 8 to11 a.m. The cost will be $6 
for adults, $4 for children. Silent auction 

items from town merchants and others will 
be available.

The fundraiser is being held by the 
Southwest Harbor Waste Prevention 
Committee, which is working to set up a 
swap shop to substantially reduce the waste 
stream for surrounding towns.

The committee has come up with an 
initial capital budget of about $26,000. 

From left, registered nurses Carrie Barnes, Cameron Bird and Julie Bent 
receive hands-on training with a simulated accident victim.

Pictured is the Camp Beech Cliff program building and 
the photo illustrates the sagging ridge line and the 
shoring-up that has been required for the 60-year-old 
program cabins. Worn out, but still safe, they all need 
to be replaced before their safety status changes.

From left, Southwest Harbor Waste Prevention Committee members Bonnie 
Burne, Dianne Helprin, Erika Shriner and Hannah Murphy look over plans. Harbor House gets go-ahead to try for grant

By Nan Lincoln
nlincoln@villagesoup.com

SOUTHWEST HARBOR — Harbor House 
Children’s Center was given the go-ahead to 
apply for a $50,000 Community Development 
Block Grant at the Southwest Harbor Board of 
Selectmen’s meeting Tuesday, March 9.

Harbor House Director Elena Scotti told 
the board that the grant money would help 
her community organization offer scholarship 
money to low- and middle-income families that 

rely on Harbor House day care programs. She 
said more than half of the children who come to 
the Children’s Center fit into that category.

“And it’s more than day care Mary Ellen 
Martel [Children’s Center director] offers here,” 
said Scotti. “It is a real educational experience.”

Martel said since the CDBG request had 
to come through the town, she was asking 
the board to approve it, saying that it could be 
reapplied for on a yearly basis.

The board of selectmen unanimously 
approved Martel’s grant application request.
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